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"It is just for this reason that we are not prepared, generally
speaking, to start negotiations. And why should we, as long as in the
democracies the opposition parties are stirred up by the mischievous
action of Bolshevism and Jewry? But we are confident that, in those
countries, such influences will be gradually reduced and finally sup-
pressed; then it will be possible to negotiate, and satisfactory solutions
will probably be found. But, for the time being, should a conference
be summoned, it would soon be seen that the only possible course
would be to call it off."

I had no opportunity to take up each of the points mentioned by
Herr von Ribbentrop during this monologue, which I thought it
advisable not to interrupt. I found it expedient to do nothing more
than point out to him that the last speech delivered by Your Excellency
would provide him with definite information on the general position
taken by the French Government.

Then Herr von Ribbentrop took up the sentence in your last speech
relating to our agreements with Eastern European countries. One
might gather the impression, he remarked, that France has not
renounced the policy which brought about the last crisis, and in any
case such an interpretation might be given to the declaration in certain
countries; recently we had to make certain representations to M.
Chvalkovsky. I answered him that France had no intention of giving
up either her friendships or her interests in any part of the continent;
as a great European Power she would make her presence felt in Europe.
Nothing, however, in her attitude could give rise to suspicion on the
part of the Reich; but I had to repeat that if Berlin wished France to
show understanding of German vital interests, it was necessary to
admit and practise reciprocity; this mutual understanding would be
the best safeguarding for Franco-German relations and for peace itself.

COULONDRE.

No. 47

NOTE VERBALE concerning the arrangement of the international
guarantee to Czechoslovakia, transmitted by M. Coulondre, French
Ambassador in Berlin, to the Reich Foreign Office on February 8,
1939.

ACCORDING to annex No. 1 to the agreement signed in Munich on
September 29, 1938, the German and Italian Governments declared
themselves prepared to join in an international guarantee of the new
frontiers of the Czechoslovak State against unprovoked aggression, as
soon as the question of the Polish and Hungarian minorities in Czecho-
slovakia had been settled.

Referring to this declaration, as well as to the information recently
given in Rome by Signor Mussolini to the British Prime Minister, as
to the preliminary conditions under which the Italian Government,
as far as it was concerned, would consider the granting of this
guarantee, the French Government, anxious to see all the clauses of
the Munich Agreement effectively carried out, would appreciate